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Hubst's Annotated Digest of the Virginia Reports. Vol. Ill— "Descent to 
Grand Jury." Hurst & Co., Law Book Publishers, Pulaski City, Va. 1899. 

We have already noticed at some length the previous volumes of this series. 
The present volume differs little from volume 2, save that decisions to the same 
point are brought more nearly together. We must repeat our previous criticism 
with reference to the use of unusual titles, and the failure to exhaust the subject 
under a particular title. For instance, "Encumbrances" is an unusual title in 
legal digests. But having inserted it, we should expect to find under it a complete 
digest of all decisions relating to encumbrances of every kind — judgments, mort- 
gages, deeds of trust, and other liens on real and personal property. Instead, 
however, we find less than twenty cases digested out of the hundreds in which 
questions of encumbrances were involved. 

In the same volume appear the titles " Execution " and "Fieri Facias." Under 
the former are digested a number of cases involving writs of fieri facias, and under 
the latter a number of others involving the same subject but not digested under 
the former, so that neither title is exhaustive — nor under the title " Executions " 
is there any cross-reference to " Fieri Facias." 

The result of this will be, as said in former reviews of this series, that the 
searcher will never have exhausted the resources of the digest until he has 
searched through every volume, under every possible title. 

Under the title of "Fraud," covering forty -nine pages, we searched in vain for 
the two cases of Mason v. Chappell, 15 Gratt. 572, and Proctor v. Spratiey, 78 Va. 
254, in which fraud at law, as distinguished from fraud in equity, is defined. 
These cases may have been digested, but there is no sub-title to suggest where 
they may be found, and one must read the whole forty-nine pages before he can 
speak positively on the subject. This we have not done. 

On page 707 are digested several cases relating to "Fraud in obtaining sub- 
scription to capital stock of corporations," but the leading case on the subject, 
Crump v. U. S. Mining Co., 7 Gratt. 352, seems to have been overlooked. 

The impression made upon one who examines this digest is, that instead of 
commencing at the beginning, with volume 1, and digesting every case in the 
order in which the cases appear in the reports, placing each point decided under 
its proper title, thus covering the entire field and completing the whole before 
beginning to print, the digesters have endeavored to digest one subject at a time, 
proceeding alphabetically. It scarcely needs to be said that no complete digest 
can be so made. 

Some of the annotations are valuable — particularly in calling attention to 
statutory modifications of the decisions noted. The author shows a remarkable 
familiarity with the statutory law of the State. 

We suggest that in the preparation of future volumes, the value of the work 
will be largely enhanced if the author will adopt the uniform titles and sub-titles 
found in West's Annuals, or in Bapalje's Digest of the American Decisions and 
Reports, or in the General Digest, published by the Lawyers Co-Operative Pub- 
lishing Company; and having adopted a title, it should be made absolutely ex 
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haustive, and nothing germane only to that title should be put elsewhere. Noth- 
ing could be more confusing and misleading than to treat "Executions" and 
"Fieri Facias" as separate titles, without exhausting the subject under either. 

The defects mentioned by no means render the work useless. It will be found 
extremely helpful in searching "the codeless myriad of precedent" buried in 
the ninety-two volumes of our State reports. 



Lectures on the Fourteenth Article or Amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States. Delivered before the Dwight Alumni Association, New 
York, April-May, 1898, by 'William D. Guthrie, of the New York Bar. Boston : 
Little, Brown & Company, 1898. 

As indicated by its title, this volume contains a series of lectures delivered by 
the author before the Dwight Alumni Association of New York — an association 
composed, we infer, of lawyers who were former students under the late Professor 
Dwight, of the Columbia College Law School. The author is a distinguished 
member of the New York bar, and his treatment of the Fourteenth Amendment 
indicates thorough familiarity both with its history and construction. We have 
found it extremely entertaining and instructive, notwithstanding some passages 
referring to the South and Southern people, to the truth of which no patriotic 
Southerner could assent. 



A Dictionary of Words and Phrases used in Ancient and Modern Law. By 
Arthur English, of the New York Bar, formerly Assistant Attorney Department 
of Interior, Washington, D. C. Washington, D. C. : Washington Law Book Co. 
1899. 

This work differs from the ordinary law dictionary in the omission to cite au- 
thorities and in defining only words with a technical legal signification. It is 
especially full in its treatment of ancient words and terms, English, Latin, Saxon, 
and Norman French. It will prove especially useful to students who have not 
become familiar with the terminology of the law. 



The Law of Partnership, including Limited Partnerships. By Francis M. 
Burdlck, Dwight Professor of Law In Columbia University School of Law. Bos- 
ton : Little, Brown & Co. 1899. 

This is an elementary treatment of the Law of Partnership, intended for the use 
of students. The propositions are clearly stated, and every branch of the subject 
is well presented. Practitioners will find the work most useful for purposes of 
getting at the fundamentals of this important subject. 



The Annotated Corporation Laws of all the States, Generally Applicable to 
Stock Corporations, Including Statutes and Constitutional Provisions relating to 
Receivers, Practice, Taxation, Trusts and Combinations, Labor and Crimes by 
Corporations, and their Officers. In three volumes. Compiled and edited by 
Robert C. Cumming, Frank B. Gilbert and Henry L. Woodward, of the Albany, 
N. Y., Bar. Albany; J. B. Lyon & Company, Publishers. 1899. 

These volumes contain the bulk of the constitutional and statutory law of every 
State of the Union, regulating private corporations, or in which those who are 
called upon to deal with the law affecting corporations in another State would be 
interested. The constitutional provisions and statutes of each State are set apart 



